
	  

	  

TEXTS 
 
the rain is  a  handsome animal 
Poems by E.E.  Cummings 
“Sereni ty” text  by John Greenleaf  Whit t ier  
 
 
open  h is head  
 
 
open  h i s  head ,baby  
&  y o u ’ l l  f i n d  a  hea r t  i n  i t  

( c racked)  
 
open  t h a t  hea r t ,  m a b le  
&  y o u ’ l l  f i n d  a  bed  i n i t  

( f a c t )  
 
open  t h i s  b e d , s i b y l  
&  y o u ’ l l  f i n d  a  t a r t  i n  i t  

(w ed )  
 
open  t he  t a r t , l a d y  
&  y o u ’ l l  f i n d  h i s  m i n d  i n  i t  

(dead )  

 
 
a  c loud  on  a  l eaf  
(Title by Ben Goldberg) 
 
 
 
s p eak ing  o f  l o v e ( o f  
w h ic h  W h o  k n o w s  t he  
m e a n in g ;o r  h o w  d r e a m in g  



	  

	  

becomes  

 
i f y o u r hea r t ' s m i n d ) i  
guess   a   g rassb lade  
T h i n k s beyond o r  
a round(a s poem s a re  
 
 
m ade )O ur p i c k i n g i t . t h i s  
ca ress  t h a t  l a u g h  
bo th  q u i c k l y  s i g n i f y  
l i f e ' s  o n l y  h a l f ( t h r o u g h  
 
 
deep  w ea the r  t hen o r  none  l e t ' s  f e e l  
a l l ) m i n d   i n   m i n d   f l e sh  
I n  f l e s h  succeed ing  d i s appea r  
 
 
 
unchanging  

one 

 t 
h i 

 s 
 
s n o w f l a k e  
 
( a  
    l i  
      gh t  

       i n  
g )  
 
i s  upon  a  g ra  



	  

	  

 
 
v 
es  

t 
 
one  
 
 
l i t t l e  i 
 
 
w ho  a re  y o u , l i t t l e  i 
 
 
( f i v e  o r  s i x  yea r s  o l d )  
pee r ing  f r o m  som e  h i g h 

w in d o w ;a t  t he  g o ld  

o f  n o v e m b e r  sunse t  
 
 
( and  f e e l i n g : t h a t  i f  d a y  
has   t o   become   n i g h t  
 
t h i s  i s  a  b e a u t i f u l  w a y )  
 
 
sweet spr ing   
 
“ sw ee t  sp r ing  i s  y o u r  
t i m e i s m y t i m e i s o u r  
t i m e  f o r  s p r i n g t i m e  i s  l o v e t i m e 
and  v i v a  swee t  l o v e ”  
 
( a l l  t h e  m e r r y  l i t t l e  b i rd s  a re 
f l y i n g  i n  t h e  f l o a t i n g  i n  t h e  
v e r y  s p i r i t s  s i n g i n g  i n  



	  

	  

a re w i n g i n g i n the b lo s s o m in g )  
 
 
l o v e r s  go  and  l o v e r s  com e  
aw ande r ing  a w o n d e r in g  
b u t  a n y  tw o  a re  p e r f e c t l y  
a l o n e  t he re ’ s  n o b o d y  e l se  a l i v e  
 
 
( such  a  s k y  and  such  a  sun  
i  n e v e r  k n e w  and  n e i t h e r  d id  y o u 

and  e v e ry b o d y  n e v e r  b rea thed  
q u i t e  so  m a n y  k in d s  o f  y e s )   
 
n o t  a  t r ee  can  coun t  h i s  l e aves 
each  h e r s e l f  b y  o p e n in g  
b y   s h i n i n g   w ho   b y   thousands   m ean 
o n l y  one  a m a z i n g  t h i n g  
 
( s e c r e t l y a d o r in g s h y l y  
t i n y  w i n g i n g  da r t i ng  f l o a t i n g m e r r y  i n  t h e  b lo s som ing  
a l w a y s  j o y f u l  s e lv e s  a re  s i n g i n g )   
 
“ sw ee t  sp r ing  i s  y o u r  
t i m e i s m y t i m e i s o u r  
t i m e f o r s p r in g t im e i s l o v e t i m e  
and v i v swee t l o v e ”  
 
 
buf fa lo  b i l l  
 
B u f f a l o B i l l ’ s  

d e func t  
         w h o  u sed  t o  
         r i d e a w a t e r s m o o th - s i l v e r  
 
                                                                         s t a l l i o n  
and b reak o n e tw o th r e e f o u r f i v e p ig e o n s ju s t l i k e th a t  



	  

	  

                                                                                                          J e sus  
 
he w as a handsom e m a n  
 
                                          and  w h a t  i  w an t  t o  k n o w  i s  
h o w do y o u l i k e y o u r b lueeyed b o y  

M i s t e r D e a th  
 
 
diminut ive  
 
 
d i m 
i n  
n u 
t i v  
 
e  t h i s  p a rk  i s  e 
m p t y ( e v e r y b  
o d y ’ s e l sew here  
 e  excep t  m e  6  e 
 
n g l i s h  spa r row 
s (a  
u t u m n  &  t 
he  r a i  
 
n 
t h  

e 
r a i n t h e r a i n  
 
 
 
S e r e n i t y  
T e x t  b y  J o h n  G r e e n l e a f  W h i t t i e r ,  f r o m  “ T h e  B r e w i n g  
o f  S o m a ”  
 



	  

	  

O ,  S a b b a t h  r e s t  o f  G a l i l e e !  
O ,  c a l m  o f  h i l l s  a b o v e ,  
W h e r e  J e s u s  k n e l t  t o  s h a r e  w i t h  T h e e ,  
t h e  s i l e n c e  o f  e t e r n i t y  
I n t e r p r e t e d  b y  l o v e .  
D r o p  T h y  s t i l l  d e w s  o f  q u i e t n e s s ,  
T i l l  a l l  o u r  s t r i v i n g s  c e a s e ;  
T a k e  f r o m  o u r  s o u l s  t h e  s t r a i n  a n d  s t r e s s ,  
a n d  l e t  o u r  o r d e r e d  l i v e s  c o n f e s s ,  
t h e  b e a u t y  o f  t h y  p e a c e . 	  
 
 
 
2  l i t t l e  whos  
 
 
2 l i t t l e w hos  
(he  and  she )  
unde r  a re  t h i s  
w o n d e r f u l  t r ee  
 
s m i l i n g s tand  
( a l l r e a lm s o f w he re  

and  w hen  b e y o n d )  
n o w  and  he re  
 
 
( f a r f r o m a g r o w n  
- u p  i & y o u -  
f u l  w o r ld  o f  k n o w n ) 

w ho   and   w ho  
 
( 2  l i t t l e  am s  
and  o v e r  t h e m  t h i s  

a f l a m e  w i t h  d ream s  

i n c r e d ib l e i s )  


